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C. Amendments to the Claims 

Please amend the claims as indicated in the foliowing listing of the claims, which 
replaces all prior versions thereof. 

1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus for generating a muting signal, the 
apparatus comprising: 

an audio signal detector for remotely receiving an audio audible ring signal 
transmitted via an acoustic medium : and 

a processor in communication with the detector, wherein the processor is 
configured to: 

convert the received audible ring signal into a digitized received 
audio ring signal: 

compare the digitized received audio ring signal with a one or more 
predetemiined digitized audio s i gna l ring signals gonoratod by a dov i co , wherein each 
of the one or more predetemriined digitized audio ring signals is associated with a 
corresponding device and whoro i n tho prodotomi i nod aud i o signa l i s pre- stored In one 
of a memory device and a storage device associated with the processor : and 

generate a muting signal based on the comparison when at least a 
component of the digitized received audio ring signal matches one of the one or more 
pre-stored predetermined digitized audio rhTg s i gna l signals . 

2. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the audio signal detector 
includes a transducer. 
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3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , further including an amplifier in 
communication with the audio signal detector. 

4. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , further including an analog to digital 
signal converter in communication with the audio signal detector. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Cun-ently Amended) An apparatus for generating a muting signal, the 
apparatus comprising: 

means for detecting an audio audible ring signal transmitted via an 

acoustic medium : 

means for convertino the detected audible ring signal in to a digitized 

detected audio ring signal: 

means for ore- storing a prodotorminod one or mor e predetermined 
digitized audio ring s i gna l signals gnnnmtnri by a dov i co . wherein e a ch of the one or 
more pre-stored predetermined digitized audio ring signals is ass ociated with a 
con-esDonding device : 

means for comparing the digitized detected audio ring signal with the one 
or more pre-stored predetermined digitized audio ring signal signals: and 

means for generating a muting signal based on the comparison when at 
least a component of the digitized detected audio ring signal matches one of the one or 
more pre-stored predetermined digitized audio ring s i gna l signals . 
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7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 6, further comprising means for 
amplifying the detected audio signal. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Cun-ently Amended) An apparatus for generating a muting signal, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a transducer for remotely detecting an audio audible ring signal 
transmitted via an acoustic medium and generating a detected a udio ring signal 
corresponding thereto : 

an amplifier connected to the transducer for amplifying the detected audio 
ring signal and for generating an amplified detected audio ring signal : 

an analog to digital signal converter connected to the amplifier for 
converting the amplified detected audio ring signal to a digitized detected audio ring 
signal; 

one of a memory device and a storage device connected to the converter; 

and 

a digital signal processor connected to the one of a memorv device and a 
storage device and configured to: 

compare the digitized detected audio ring signal with a one or more 
d i g i t i zod predetermined digitized audio ring signa l signals gonoratod by a dov i oo , 
wherein each of the one or more predetermined digitized audio ring signals is 
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associated with a corresDondina device and whoroin tho d i gitizod prodotorm i nod aud i o 
s i gna l is ore- stored in tlie one of a memory device and a storace device : and 

generate a muting signal based on tlie comparison when at least a 
component of the digitized detected audio ring signal matches one of the one or more 
ore-stored d i g i t i zod predetemnlned digitized audio ring s i gnal sionals . 

1 0. (Cun'ently Amended) A method for generating a muting signal, the method 
comprising; 

detecting an aud i o audible ring signal transmitted via an aco ustic medium: 
converting the detected audible ring signal into a digitized detecte d audio 

ring signal: 

ore- storing a prodotorminod one or more oredetennined digitized audio 
ring ^QFteA signals gonoratod bv a dov i oo i n a momory in one of a memorv d evice and a 
storage device, wherein each of the one or more ore-stored predete rmined digitized 
audio ring signals is associated with a corresponding device : 

comparing the digitized detected audio ring signal with the one or more 
ore-stored predetermined digitized audio ring oigna l signals : and 

generating a muting signal based on the comparison when at least a 
component of the digitized detected audio ring signal matches one of t he one or more 
ore-stored predetemriined digitized audio ring sigrial signals . 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) An audio device, comprising: 

an audio signal detector for remotely receiving an audie audible rinc signal 
transmitted via an acoustic medium : and 

a processor in communication with the detector, wherein the processor is 

configured to: 

convert the received audible rinc signal into a d igitized received 

audio ring signal: 

compare the digitized received audio rina signal with a one or more 
predetennined digitized audio s i gna l ring signals gonoratod by another dovice . wherein 
each of the one or more oredetemiined digitized audio rin c signals is associated with a 
corresponding device other than the audio device and whoro i n tho prodotorminod audio 
oignal is ore- stored in one of a memory device and a storage d evice associated with the 
processor : and 

mute the audio device based on the comparison when at least a 
component of the digitized received audio ring signal matches one of the one or more 
ore-stored predetermined digitized audio ring signal signals . 

1 2. (Original) The audio device of claim 1 1 , wherein the audio device is 
selected from the group consisting of a radio, a television, a stereo system, a CD player 
and a DVD player. 

1 3. (Original) The audio device of claim 1 1 , further comprising a muting on/off 

switch. 
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1 4. (Original) The audio device of claim 1 1 , further comprising a training mode 
on/off switch. 
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